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A Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority

February/March 1998

Three Decades of Funding Change
Resist Celebrates by Increasing Grant Size
CAROLSCHACHET
st year marked Resist's 30th year
f funding social change. As
e have each year since
1967, Resist awarded grants to
radical and progressive groups
engaged in activism for social
change. In 1997, we funded
127 groups to develop leadership, engage in innovative
campaigns, hire organizers,
publish and distribute literature, and demand justice on
a variety of issues. This
newsletter will list the projects
of each of these groups.
Resist also took the opportunity to do something in 1997
that had never before happened in
the history of the organization: we set
aside several days solely to reflect on
our past and envision our future. Resist's
Board embarked on a two-day retreat in the
hills of Connecticut to map out our history-quite literally writing it on the walls.
We took time to celebrate our accomplishments, evaluate our mistakes, and consider
our future. As a result, Resist decided to
make changes, including significantly increasing our grant size.
The retreat was not something that
seemed possible in Resist's early days. Like
many radical groups, when Resist formed
in 1967, we did not have a strategic plan or
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A new design by Bonnie Acker, creator
of the original Resist logo, commemorates
Resist's three decades of funding social
change. (See t-shirt ad on page 11.)

detailed charter. Rather, Resist's founders
urgently formulated the "call to resist illegitimate authority" in opposition to the war
in Vietnam. Folks met in basements of university buildings or in each other's apartments, meeting into the early hours of the
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morning, drinking stale coffee and doing
what needed to be done to get money
into the hands of other activists. The
movement demanded committed
and vigorous action. Kids were
being drafted to fight an unjust war, and there was a hell
of a lot of work that needed
to happen.
In the decades that followed, the work never
seemed less important but
the urgency subsided to
a point that invited reflection. Over the years,
Resist's donors, grantees,
staff and Board raised many
complex and pertinent questions that deserved fuller consideration. Given our history and
resources, how can Resist most effectively fund social change? Should
we give out bigger grants to fewer organizations? Should we concentrate on different types of funding criteria? How does
Resist- a relatively small foundation-fit
into the array of funders available for organizers?

Doubling Our Efforts
Resist reaffirmed its commitment to fund
small radical groups and decided that more
money should be moved into their hands.
As a result of subsequent meetings and
continued on page two
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Three Decades of Funding Change
continued from page one

careful analysis, Resist doubled its maximum grant size beginning in 1998.
Three important and interrelated factors
converged to make this increase in grants
happen. First, our grantees told us that it is
harder each year to find adequate financial
resources to do their work. Grantees discovered that some other funders no longer
support radical projects, opting to defend
the more traditionally "liberal" programs
under budgetary attack. Larger grants from
Resist, they said, would mean being able
to pay staff, publish newsletters, organize
rallies, and cover general expenses.
Second, based on past experience, we
believed that those who enabled Resist to
make grants for the last 30 years would rise
to the occasion of a 100% increase in our
grant size. We followed the "if you build it
they will come" adage. In fact, in 1997 many
new donors joined our family, including 25
new pledges. More people demonstrated a
desire to fund radical grassroots activism
and are excited to learn about Resist's grantgiving program. With the exception of two
small endowments (see the box on page

Board members Louis Kampf and Fran White participate in the Resist Retreat in June
1997. Photo by Nancy Wechsler

three), as Resist raises funds we want to
give them away. The funds that come to
Resist walk back out the door in the form
of grants. Therefore, a larger base of supporters means that we can continue to in-

With Special Regards

crease funding for vibrant activist groups.
Finally, Resist's supporters Mve told us
that more needs to be done. And supporters put their checkbooks where their ideals
continued on page three
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As a community ofpeople committed to creating social change, we

celebrate the spirit and work that many individuals bring to the struggle.
Each year, many Resist supporters honor their friends, colleagues,
family and mentors by making a contribution in their name. As is our
custom, Resist acknowledges those individuals so honored in the lists
below.

In honor of:

In memory of:

Carmen Delgado
Linda Dittmar
John Galli
Joshua Goldstein and Andrea Rose
Hayyim and Laura
Peter MacEwan-Davies
Alan Packer
Grace Paley
Vicki Pillard and
Jerry Koch-Gonzales
FranRavel
George Salzman
Donna Sharer
Nick Topping

Rae M. Bernstein
Arthur Cohen
Donna Cremans
Allen Ginsberg
Mitch Goodman
Rick Jacobson
Carlton "Cal" Krueger
Freda Friedman Salzman
Jackie Sharer
Rudolph von Abele
George Wald
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For information and grant guidelines,
write to: Resist, 259 Elm St., Suite 201,
Somerville, MA 02144
resistinc@igc.apc.org

Resist Newsletter is published ten times a
year by RESIST, Inc., (617)623-5110. The
views expressed in articles, other than editorials, are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the
RESIST staff or board.

RESIST Staff: Robin Carton
Carol Schachet
Newsletter Editor: Carol Schachet
Printing: Red Sun Press
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Three Decades of Funding Change
continued from page two

are. In 1997, Resist raised more than enough
money to support 127 groups across the
country. The additional funds will allow us
to provide resources for our expanded
grant-giving program. The generosity of
our donors has left Resist in a good position to begin a bold grant-giving year.

Odds and Ends
In addition to the retreat, during 1997
Resist went through a few other changes
and passages.
Sadly, we suffered the loss of Board
member, founder and friend Mitchell
Goodman, who died of cancer at his home
in Maine. Mitch's whole-hearted commitment to social justice propelled him to organize draft resistance and, in 1967, he was
convicted along with other members of the
"Boston Five" of "conspiracy to hinder
and interfere with the administration of the
Universal Military Training and Service
Act." Upon reversal of that conviction, Mitch
continued to speak out against the war. His
activism and writing demonstrated his passion for justice and radical social change.
Resist also said goodbye to two longterm Board members who have decided to
step down during the last year. Bell Chevigny
and Ken Hale served on Resist's Board for
a combined five decades. Both will remain
as advisors as they move on to pursue their
other work more vigorously. Bell received
a grant from the Soros Foundation to expand her educational work in prisons. Ken,
an accomplished linguist, will concentrate
on chronicling several unwritten languages
in Nicaragua. Both Bell and Ken have informed our political and organizational dialogue and pushed us to understand
broader methods of community organizing.
Resist also added several dynamic members to the Board over the last two years.
We were pleased to include Eileen Bolinsky,
June Lee, Penn Loh and Kay Mathew in
the class of 1996, and Debra Kay Jefferson
in 1997. These new members bring a variety
of skills and experience to the Board, including work in media, grant making, environmental justice, child care, finances, and
organizational development, among others.
People weren't the only movers last
year--our office moved as well. After more
than a decade, Resist left its old office in
Union Square to occupy a wheelchair accessible building that is also closer to the
subway.
Vol. 7 #2

Resist has to be
the most efficient
foundation on
the planet.
Just Economics,
Berkeley, CA
Many supporters and grantees joined
us for an "Open House" at our new digs in
the heart of Somerville's "hippest" section:
Davis Square. A number of visitors have
also utilized the grants library to find other
funding sources.

A Few Special Honors
We are also delighted to be connected
with many activists who, in addition to putting their hearts and souls into the movement for social change, also offer financial

support. Many donors choose to make gifts
to honor the work or memory of key individuals in their lives. The names of those
so honored in 1997 appear on page two.
Annually, Resist also offers grants that
honor the life and work of Freda Friedman
Salzman and Arthur Cohen. Resist also
awards one grant as a tribute to Mike
Riegle. These special grants are featured
on this page.
In this issue of the Newsletter we list all
of our 1997 grantees. And we will show
you what they are up to with a brief photo
essay about a few of their accomplishments. In the pages that follow, take time
to reflect on the importance of these
struggles, and where we would be without
the tenacity and vigor of such groups. Resist is honored to play a role in their ability
to do the vital work that makes a difference
for economic and social justice.

When shes not playing softball, Carol
Schachet edits the Resist Newsletter and
serves as Resists fund raiser.

Salunan/Cohen Grants and Riegle Tribute Awards
Resist annually awards grants in tribute to the life and work of Arthur Raymond
Cohen and Freda Friedman Salzman, as well
as a grant in tribute to the life ofMike Riegle.
A grant from the Arthur Raymond Cohen
Memorial Endowment "is designed to support the causes to which Arthur Cohen
( 1918-1986) was committed: opposition to
the arms race, the cold war, and American
intervention abroad; and support for civil
liberties, the fight against racism, and the
struggle of workers and unions at home."
The Freda Friedman Salzman Memorial
Fund "is dedicated to the purpose of supporting organized resistance to the institutions and practices that rob people of their
dignity as full human beings ... [giving] a
high priority to the efforts ofNative American peoples to resist cultural as well as
actual genocide."
In 1997, the grant from the Cohen Memorial Endowment Fund was given to the
Immigrant Workers Association/
Asociacion de Trabajadores Inmigrantes
(New York, NY). IWA is a rank and file organization of labor and community activists who confront the exploitation of immigrants and work for full worker and human
RESIST N ewsletter

rights. A grant from Resist helped fund
their organizing campaign, including
fundraising costs, a newsletter, a video and
a direct action opposing police brutality.
Two organizations received grants from
the Freda Friedman Salzman Fund. TriCounty Advocacy Council (Havre, MT)
organizes low-income people in three rural
counties to work on issues in their communities. The Committee Opposed to Militarism and the Draft (COMD) (San Diego, CA)
continues to challenge the military establishment in one of the most militarized cities in the world. A grant from Resist supported COMD's Campaign to Demilitarize
Our Schools and helped support a fundraising mailing.
Mike Riegle was a supporter of prisoners' rights, gay and lesbian liberation and
the radical movement for social justice.
Resist awards a grant in tribute to Mike,
who died of complications due to AIDS in
1992. This year the Mike Riegle Tribute was
awarded to the Prison & Jail Project
(Americus, GA) to assist the development
of grassroots coalitions in four southwest
Georgia counties focusing on prison and
justice issues.
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1997 Resist Grantees by Category
Africa/Asia/International
Committee on Philippine Issues (Skokie,
IL) $1,000 for an educational campaign
to expose the detrimental effects of the
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
Summit on third world countries.
PINTIG Cultural Group (Chicago, IL)
$1,000 for two productions around the
theme, Breaking Barriers: Interrogating One Hundred Years of Colonialism.
Central, Latin America and the
Caribbean
Colombia Support Network (Madison, WI)
$1,000 to purchase a fax machine to
improve communication with co-workers in Colombia and initiate a drive to
market the Colombia Bulletin to a
wider audience.
Committee on U.S.-Latin American Relations (CUSLAR) (Ithaca, NY) $1,000 for
an outreach campaign to enable the
group to broaden its paid membership
as a move toward self-sufficiency.
Guatemala News and Information Bureau
(Oakland, CA) $1,000 to upgrade computer equipment to produce Report on
Guatemala and to gain better access to
information and graphics from sources
and partners in Guatemala.
Mexican Labor News and Analysis
(Cincinnati, OH) $1,000 for an electronic newsletter which provides information, news and analysis on Mexican
workers and unions with the goal of
furthering the movement for international solidarity between working people
in the NAFT A region and beyond.
Religious Task Force on Central America
and Mexico (Washington, DC) $300 for
a computer up-grade and staff training
as a part of the DIRECT LINKAGES
work of the organization in Central
America and Mexico.
South North Communication Network
(San Francisco, CA) $1,000 to publish
Barricada International monitoring
human and civil rights policies of the
right wing government in Nicaragua.
Twin Cities CISPES (Minneapolis, MN)
$1,000 for copier maintenance, mailing
costs for a donor appeal and costs of a
fundraising event.
* indicates an emergency grant
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Voices for Haiti (Washington, DC) $1,000
to support the on-going production
and distribution of the newsletter
Voices for Haiti Speaking Out!
Witness for Peace-Mid Atlantic (Lower
Gwynedd, PA) $1,000 for a half-time
regional organizer for a group that

and build stronger neighborhood associations.
Homes Not Jails/Boston (Cambridge, MA)
$300 for a public demonstration and
housing occupation to bring public
attention to issues of homelessness
and poverty.

The Contact Center,
founded in 1968,
works to empower
low-income people,
including welfare
recipients, to advocate for change in the
political arena. While
they continue to
participate in actions
like the one pictured
left, the Contact Center now also prioritizes media as a vehicle for both documenting the struggles
of the neighborhood
and recording the
human effects of
injustice. A grant from Resist enabled the Contact Center to purchase a camcorder
which has since been utilized to document events, pressure city officials and train community activists. Photo by Jimmy Heath
seeks to change U.S. policies which
contribute to poverty and oppression
in Latin America and the Caribbean and
to promote just alternatives.

Community Organizing/Anti-Racism
Carolina Interfaith Task Force on Central
America (Raleigh, NC) $1,000 for a
pilgrimage from Clinton, NC to Raleigh
focusing on racial harmony and the
plight of migrant workers.
Contact Center (Cincinnati, OH) $1,000 to
purchase a video camcorder to record
local struggles against displacement,
including filming demonstrations, evictions and personal stories; and to
complete a documentary on how welfare
reform affects the lives of poor people.
EmPOWERment, Inc. (Carrboro, NC) $1,000
to support Neighbors United for
Justice, an organizing campaign which
seeks to bring together working class
communities to combat gentrification
RESIST Newsletter

Maryland United for Peace and Justice
(Bowie, MD) $700 for a conference
focusing on the needs and contributions of indigenous peoples throughout the world.
Missouri Pro Vote Coalition (St. Louis,
MO) $300 for the Missouri Rightwing
Monitoring Project to help create links
with groups who would like to use their
right-wing database for small organizing projects.
National Conference on Whiteness (Boston, MA) $1,000 for conference entitled
Exploring Whiteness to End Racism
which will attempt to engage white
people in anti-racist/anti-oppression
actions.
National Network for Immigrant and
Refugee Rights (Oakland, CA) $1 ~000 to
support the National INS Raids Task
Force which coordinates work among
various areas to share information and
continued on page five
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1997 Resist Grantees
continued from page four

challenge the INS workplace and neighborhood raids.
Olympia Political Cultural
Center (Olympia, WA)
$1,000 to purchase a
copier/printer/scanner
for a community center
where progressive activists are able to meet
and share information.
Oregon Human Rights
Coalition (Portland, OR)
$1,000 for costs of the
newsletter Alternative Voice which
provides information on issues of
poverty and economic justice.
South Carolina Burned Church Restoration Committee (Columbia, SC) $200* to
defray the printing and copying costs
of organizing a March Against Racism.
South Dakota Tenants Rights Association
(Sioux Falls, SD) $1,000 for general
support for fair housing group which
engages in direct services, advocacy,
mediation, a pro se clinic and outreach.
Valley Coalition for Justice/La Coalicion
Pro Justicia del Valle (Harlingen, TX)
$1,000 for an outreach project documenting and combating human rights
abuses committed by federal law enforcement agencies.
West Town Tenants Union (Chicago, IL)
$1,000 for the West Town Tenants Union
Newsletter which looks at root causes
of gentrification, promotes accountability of public officials and encourages activism on housing issues.
Wisconsin Research Center (Milwaukee,
WI) $500 for a community outreach
campaign to inform people in Wisconsin about assistance WRC can provide
in local "fight the right" campaigns.
Economic Justice
Brooklyn Greenbacks Local Currency
Project (Brooklyn, NY) $100 to print a
year's supply of paper currency for an
alternative currency project.
Cape Ann Local Exchange System
(Gloucester, MA) $1,000 to start up a
Local Exchange System which will
support the local economy and help
those outside the economic mainstream.
Capital District Welfare Warriors (Albany,
NY) $1,000 to hire staff to coordinate
Vol. 7 #2

Participants ofDC-SCAR's summer organizer training program (pictured left) learn
some of the nuts-and-bolts of working
for social change.The internship program,
which offered youth training in grassroots leadership, was funded in part by a
grant from Resist. The DC Student Coalition Against Racism, which began in
1983, concentrated primarily on dismantling the apartheid policies of South
Africa. Since 1990, DC-SCAR has taken a
more active role in the struggle to end
domestic racism, particularly in higher
education. Photo by Doug Calvin

Often the importance of the nitty-gritty,
behind-the-scenes work of fighting the
right is not recognized. We are grateful for
acknowledgment of our work.
Wisconsin Research Center, Milwaukee, WI
fundraising efforts and stabilize finances of welfare rights organization.
Compas de La Primavera (Wentworth, NH)
$1,000 to distribute the 30-minute
documentary Deadly Embrace: Nicaragua, The World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund and its
51-page companion piece An Activist's
Guide.
Democracy Teach-In Clearinghouse (Madison, WI) $1,000 to cover an organizing
conference in Chicago for activists to
share the success/failure of anticorporate organizing campaigns prior
to the second round of Democracy
Teach-Ins to be held in Spring, 1998.
Institute for Global Education (Grand
Rapids, MI) $1,000 to develop collected
materials on the negative effects of the
global economy into skits which will be
used as a teaching tool at several local
events and combine education with
action campaigns.
Just Economics (Berkeley, CA) $1,000 to
pay staff time and consultant costs to
train an East Coast team on issues
related to sustainable development and
an "Ah-Ha" drawing.
New Hampshire Peace Action Education
Fund (Concord, NH) $1,000 to staff a
campaign to educate people in the
seacoast region about peace economy
RESIST Newsletter

issues and to push for a radical shift in
federal budget priorities.
Peace Through Interamerican Community
Action (Bangor, ME) $1,000 for a yearlong bus advertisement seeking people
to join the Clean Clothes Consumer
Network in its anti-sweatshop campaign.
Solutions to End Poverty Soon (STEPS)
(Trenton, NJ) $1,000 for a printer and
copier for organization working with
low-income people on issues of welfare
client rights and organizing against
welfare reform.
Survivors, Inc. (Mattapan, MA) $1,000 to
support an organizing project on
college campuses led by low-income
students seeking to oppose the effects
of "welfare reform" and push for
changes in stereotypes around lowincome people and poverty.
Tri-County Advocacy Council (Havre,
MT) $1,000 to organize groups of lowincome people in three rural counties to
work on issues in their communities.
(Freda Friedman Salzman Memorial
Endowment Grant)
Welfare and Low Income Support Network
(Santa Cruz, CA) $1,000 for general
support of welfare rights organizing
project seeking realistic and humane
welfare reform.
continued on page six
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1997 Resist Grantees
continued from page five

West Virginia Economic Justice Project
(Charleston, WV) $996 for staff time for
project organizing around welfare rights
and workers' rights issues.
Working for Equality and Economic
Liberation (Missoula, MT) $1,000 to
enable welfare recipients and working
poor people to attend a rally entitled
"WEEL Storms Helena" protesting
welfare "reform" and other attacks on
low-income people.
Environmental

Citizens Against Pesticides · (Madison,
WI) $500 to educate consumers and
mobilize opposition to the use of toxic
sludge on local farmland and residential areas.
Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
(Merrimac, WI) $1,000 for a community
organizing campaign to prevent the
Badger Army Ammunition Plant from
continued use as a military facility and
to prevent the Badger operating
contractor from utilizing the site for
production of goods with hazardous
waste by-products.
Dogwood Alliance (Chattanooga, TN)
$1,000 toward distribution costs and
outreach support for the Chip Mill
Campaign which seeks to defend
regional forests from the destructive
incursions of the wood chipping
industry.
Grassroots Environmental Organization,
Inc. (Flanders, NJ) $1,000 for a conference and public hearing on cancer and
environmentally-related health problems in New Jersey.
Native Forest Network- Eastern North
America (Burlington, VT) $1,000 for the
Northeast Forest Practices Campaign
seeking to maintain the aerial herbicide

Donating Stock
One way to support Resist is by
donating stocks, bonds or other securities. Besides supporting hundreds
of grassroots groups, by donating
stock you can avoid capital gains
taxes and deduct the full market
value from your taxes.
For more information or to donate
stock, please give us a call at 617 /
623-5110.
Page 6

As a grassroots organization organizing
low-income people and considered as
"radical," securing financial support has
been no easy task. We truly
appreciate the support of Resist.
Solutions to End Poverty Soon, Trenton, NJ
spraying moratorium, to ban clearcutting
of forests, to preserve mill jobs and to
prohibit toxic discharges from paper mills.
Regional Alliance for Progressive Policy
(Salinas, CA ) $1,000 to organize a
consumer education and awareness
campaign around the use of methyl
bromide in strawberry production and
its hazardous effects upon the environment, consumers and workers.
Save Ward Valley (Needles, CA) $1,000 for
a two-day action camp in preparation
for a mass non-violent direct action to
oppose any further destruction of the
land in Ward Valley by contractors
testing for tritium.
Sierra Blanca Legal Defense Fund (Austin,
TX) $1,000 to support a capacitybuilding session on organizing for
residents of Sierra Blanca who are
resisting toxic sludge dumping and the
construction of a national nuclear
waste dump in their town.
United Citizens and Neighbors (Urbana,
IL) $1,000 for a protest march which is
part of a campaign to eliminate the
emission of dioxin and other deadly
toxins from two medical waste incinerators in the community.
Women's Voices for the Earth (Missoula,
MT) $1,000 for printing and copying
costs involved in the "Mine Your
Jewelry Box, Not the Blackfoot" campaign which advocates gold recycling,
rather than unnecessary mining.
Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual

Bromfield Street Educational Foundation
(Boston, MA) $1,000 for a three-day
organizing/training school for Bostonarea progressive gay/lesbian/ bisexual/
transgender activists.
Free Americans Creating Equal Status of
South Dakota (FACES) (Rapid City,
South Dakota)$ fOO for rent and library
RESIST Newsletter

The grant from
Resist gave us the
jump start we
needed to get our
countering the
military in high
schools program
off the ground.
Mt. Diab/a
Peace Center
Walnut Creek, CA
materials for first community space for
gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans gendered
and two-spirit peoples.
Gay and Lesbian Visibility Alliance
(GALVAnize) (Madison, WI) $300 to
cover costs of Lesbian, Bisexual and
Gay Rights and Pride March to combat
rising homophobia in Wisconsin.
Lesbian Resource Project (Phoenix, AZ)
$300 to print brochures and posters for
the "Rosie the Riveter- We Can Do It"
campaign designed to recruit volunteers and raise funds for lesbian
visibility organization.
PRIDE! (Helena, MT) $1,000 for a computer to facilitate organizing projects
around lesbian, gay and bisexual issues
in Montana.
Religion and Diversity Project (Burnsville,
NC) $1 ,000 for general support of work
in religious communities to address
issues related to achieving equal rights
for gay, lesbian and bisexual people.
continued on page seven
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1997 Resist Grantees
continued from page six

Sexual Minority Youth Assistance
League- Youth Council (Washington,
DC) $1,000 to organize youth speakouts, speakers bureau and safe schools
coalition with the goal of making
schools safer for sexual minority youth.
Transgender, Radical Action, Networking
and Support {TRANS) (Burlington, VT)
$300 to support a newsletter and
Internet access for group which organizes around the specific issues of
transgendered people.
Vermont College Gay Lesbian Bisexual
Transgender Coalition (Middlebury,
VT) $850 to strengthen and broaden
coalition work among gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender college students in Vermont.

Health/AIDS/Disability
Coalition for Montanans Concerned with
Disabilities (Missoula, MT) $200* to
fund the use of a personal care
attendant and interpreters which will
enable Coalition members to fully
participate in developing an organizing
response to attacks on the Montana
Human Rights Commission.
Coalition of Montanans Concerned with
Disabilities (Missoula, MT) $1,000 for a
training and strategy session regarding
campaigns around issues that affect
the disability community.
Committee for Health Rights in the
Americas (San Francisco, CA) $1,000
for educational and organizational
outreach at the conclusion of the 13th
Annual North America-Nicaragua Colloquium on Health which will focus on
the ways in which non-governmental
organizations are bridging the gaps in
the provision of health care.
Mothers From Hell (Eugene, OR) $500 to
publish The Brimstone Bulletin, a
newsletter which provides. advocacy
and organizing information around
developmental disability issues.
Recovery Initiative (Cincinnati, OH) $500
for an organization which empowers
persons living with a mental illness
through organizing public actions against
attempts to stigmatize members.

Labor
Association for Union Democracy- The
Women'sProject(Brooklyn,NY)$1,000
for a grassroots leadership and orgaVol. 7 #2

nizing skills seminar entitled Women
Take the Lead for both union and nonunion women.
Hard Hat News (New York, NY) $700 to
resume publishing the newspaper Hard
Hat News which was founded by
construction workers seeking to engage in progressive labor organizing
within the industry.

faced by Guatemalan textile workers
with the Guatemalan Textile Exchange
which is part of a long term leadership
development project.
Sweatshop Watch (San Francisco, CA)
$1,000 for printing and distribution
costs of a quarterly newsletter regarding campaigns against sweatshops in
the garment industry, unionizing ef-

Speakers from the Immigrant Workers Resource
Center address the crowd
during a rally on International Workers Day (May
Day 1997) in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. For more
than 10 years, the IWRC
has helped develop the
leadership skills of immigrant workers, joining
the resources of the
labor movement with the
immigrant and refugee
communities. Through
service, organizing, and education, IWRC works with immigrants to defend and expand
their rights in workplaces, unions, and the larger society. IWRC believes that community pressure and unified efforts are the keys to real systematic change. The May Day
rally was funded by a Resist grant and helped highlight the struggle of local workers.

Immigrant Workers Association/
Asociacion de Trabajadores Inmigrantes
(New York, NY) $1,000 for immigrant
orgamzmg campaign, including
fundraising costs, a newsletter, a video
and a direct action opposing .Police
brutality. {Arthur Raymond Cohen
Memorial Endowment Grant)
Immigrant Workers Resource Center (Boston, MA) $1,000 for an International
Workers Day Rally which is part of the
on-going efforts to join the resources
of the labor movement with those of the
immigrant and refugee communities.
Jobs with Justice - Chicago (Chicago, IL)
$300 for the Chicago component of the
Community/Labor Mural Project which
represents a bridge between labor
organizers in Mexico and the U.S.
Montana Community Labor Alliance
(Missoula, MT) $1,000 for general
support for statewide coalition of
groups uniting progressive activists
and labor organizers.
Support Team International for Textileras
(STITCH) (Chicago, IL) $1,000 to
support a joint workshop on issues
RESIST Newsletter

forts, labor violations and policy
developments that affect the lives of
garment workers.
Women's Institute for Leadership Development (Jamaica Plain, MA) $1,000 to
form the "WILD Squad" to organize
women to actively support union
organizing and struggles around issues
of importance to working women.

Media/Culture
Jews for Racial and Economic Justice
(New York) $1,000 to purchase a tape
recorder and microphones to increase
coverage of demonstrations, press
conferences, pickets and other public
events on the weekly radio program
Beyond the Pale: The Progressive
Jewish Radio Hour.
Lesbians in the Visual Arts (San Francisco, CA) $1,000 for a day-long
awareness building and organizing
workshop focusing on lesbian artists
as activists.
Lesbians in the Visual Arts (San Francisco, CA) $1,000 for accessibility
continued on page eight
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1997 Resist Grantees
continued from page seven

services for a day-long awareness
building and organizing workshop
focusing on lesbian artists as activists.

MiddleEast
Campaign to Commemorate the 30th
Anniversary of the June War (Cambridge, MA) $1 ,000 to
support an organizing
campaign to educate the
public about ongoing human and political crises in
the Middle East.
Native American/Native
Peoples
Chickaloon Village Traditional Council (Chickaloon,
AK) $200* toward the

Hundreds of protestors were arrested
during a civil disobedience demonstration
demanding the close of the School of the
Americas (SOA). Also known as the "School
of Assassins," the U.S. Army's SOA in
Fort Benning, Georgia trains military personnel from throughout the hemisphere in
counter-insurgency tactics, including
torture and public intimidation. Since its
founding in 1990, SOA Watch has gained
momentum in their quest to close the School
of the Americas. At the November 1997
vigil, protestors commemorated the 1989
massacre of six Jesuit priests and their two
co-workers at the hands of Salvadoran
military trained at the School of the Americas. The two-mile march to Fort Benning's
main gate ended with the delivery of 100,000
signatures demanding that the SOA be shut down and a civil disobedience action in
which more than 600 people were arrested. A grant from Resist helped fund the demonstration. Photos by Gina Zak
National Radio Project (Portola Valley,
CA) $1,000 to create a group which will
distribute progressive public affairs
radio programs to micro-broadcasters
who challenge corporate control of the
airwaves.
Northwest Alliance for Alternative Education and Media (Portland, OR) $1,000 to
expand publication of the progressive
newspaper The Portland Alliance from
ten to twelve issues annually.
Theater of the Oppressed Laboratory
(New York, NY) $1,000 to plan, organize
and implement an intensive three-day
Theater of the Oppressed workshop for
grassroots/community groups working
on social and economic justice issues.
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expenses of the YaNeDahAh School's
work in examining sovereignty and
subsistence rights, and critical environmental protection struggles of
Athabascan people.
Dine Alliance/Sovereign Dine Nation (Window Rock, AZ) $1 ,000 to improve media
coverage of the issues at Big Mountain
regarding the eviction and relocation
orders, nuclear contamination and the
actions of the Peabody Coal Company.
Honor Our Neighbors Rights and Origins
(HONOR) (Omro, WI) $1 ,000 to publish
a special issue of the Honor Digest
entitled "Protection of Sacred Sites: An
Action Guide" which is targeted toward
Native Americans/Alaskan Natives.
RESIST Newsletter

Micmac Release (Presque Isle, ME) $1 ,000
for postage for 12 issues of Micmac
Release.

Peace/Anti-Militarism
Alternatives to the Military (Lincoln, NE)
$1 ,000 to cover expenses for a counseling program and literature in four local
high schools regarding post school
alternatives to the military.
Delaware County Pledge of Resistance
(Media, PA) $500 to support a campaign against Haitian sweatshops.
Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice
(Gainesville, FL) $1 ,000 for a national
demonstration and non-violent resistance at Cape Canaveral protesting the
launch of the Cassini space probe
containing 73 pounds of plutonium.
Northwest Military and Draft Counseling
(Portland, OR) $1,000 for an advertising
campaign promoting military and draft
counseling services.
SOA Watch (Columbus, GA) $1 ,000 to
support a vigil and civil disobedience
action at Fort Benning, Georgia commemorating the 1989 massacre of six
Jesuit priests and their two co-workers,
and to demand that the School of the
Americas be closed.
Women Against Military Madness (Minneapolis, MN) $1 ,000 to support an
outreach campaign designed to increase membership and reduce reliance
on funding sources.
Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom-NY Metro (New York, NY)
$990 to support actions protesting
Cassini Space Probe-type missions
which are powered by plutonium.
Prisoners
Ad Hoc Committee for the Peoples'
Tribunal for Justice for Mumia AbuJamal (Philadelphia, PA) $700 to hold a
Peoples ' International Tribunal which
will look at Mumia Abu-Jamal's case in
relation to nationwide trends in criminal
justice issues.
Colorado-CURE (Denver, CO) $850 to
purchase a copier to aid in printing needs
of organization dedicated to changing
prison conditions in Colorado.
Committee to End the Marion Lockdown
(Chicago, IL) to print and mail Walkin'
Steel, a newsletter focusing on control
unit prisons and prison-related issues.
continued on page nine
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United Citizens and Neighbors (UCAN) of Urbana, Illinois show their resistance to the
medical waste incinerators which emit dioxin and other deadly toxins. Using census
data, UCAN calculated that more than 41 % of the African Americans in Champaign
County live within one mile of the two medical waste incinerators compared to just 18%
of all white residents. UCAN engaged in a public awareness campaign about the incinerators, their locations, and the health dangers. With over 3,000 signatures collected,
UCAN was able to place a non-binding public policy referendum on the ballot for the
April 1, 1997 city elections. The referendum passed with 69% support. A grant from
Resist supported an organizer's salary to work on the campaign.
continued from page eight

Florida Prisoners Legal Aid Organization
(Orlando, FL) $940 to do outreach for
prison newsletter and provide free
subscriptions to prisoners.
Justice Watch (Cincinnati, OH) $1,000 to
purchase a computer to use in organizing around prison and criminal justice
issues.
Lamp of Hope Project (Arlington, TX)
$935 to publish an issue of the Texas
Death Row Journal which looks at
issues surrounding the death penalty,
public attitudes toward the criminal
justice system, life on Death Row and
articles concerning victim's rights.
Life-Long CURE (Somerville, MA) $300 for
a quarterly newsletter, subscription
campaign and membership cards for
group organizing around prisoners
serving life sentences.
Prison & Jail Project (Americus, GA)
$1,000 to assist the development of
grassroots coalitions in four southwest
Georgia counties focusing on prisoners' rights. (Mike Riegle Tribute Grant)
Prisoners with AIDS-Rights Advocacy
Group (PWA-RAG) (Jonesboro, GA)
$1,000 towards new equipment and
supplies needed to produce Newsline
which provides information to Prisoners with HIV/AIDS.
Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty (Houston, TX) $1,000 for
startup project investigating abusive
practices in Texas prisons, including
the "Death Row Plan" instituted by the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice.
Vol. 7 #2

Wes tern Massachusetts Prison Issues
Group (North Amherst, MA) $1,000 for
the production and distribution of
Prison Connections: A Newsletter of
Prison Activism in New England which
focuses on progressive change in the
prison system and helps forge coalitions among activist groups, prisoners
and family members.

Women
Abortion Rights Fund of Western Massachusetts (Hadley, MA) $1,000 to print
a revised copy of the Abortion Rights
Brochure which focuses on ensuring
access to abortion for low-income
women and information on legal attacks
against such access.

Association of Haitian Women in Boston
(Dorchester, MA) $1,000 to develop a
newsletter which focuses on immigrant
women entitled Dizon Fanm Ayisyen/
Haitian Women Speak.
Coalition for Basic Human Needs (Cambridge, MA) $500 for a newsletter
which will document recipients' experiences under welfare reform, opinion
pieces regarding changes in welfare
laws, legislative updates and organizational information.
Date/Marital Rape Education Project (Berkeley, CA) $500 to update the communications network of survivors, advocates, activists and allies around issues
of date and marital rape.
Fuerza Unida (San Antonio, TX) $1,000 for
a week-long training session to develop skills in gender analysis and to
strategize a campaign entitled "Winning Action for Gender Equity
(W.A.G.E.): San Antonio Women in
Crisis.
NARAL-Missouri (St. Louis, MO) $500 for
a campaign to educate pro-choice
Missourians about the continuum of
reproductive rights which are currently
under attack locally and nationally.
Network for Battered Lesbians and Bisexual Women (Boston, MA) $1,000 for
general support and Internet access to
gather and disseminate data about
same-sex domestic violence issues.
P.E.A.C.E. Initiative (San Antonio, TX)
$500 for a program which will monitor
continued on page ten

The Hard Hat News
collective (pictured left)
was formed in 1988 by
trade union members in
New York City. The group
has worked with various
progressive organizations in the city who
seek to change the status quo for workers in
the construction industry. A central organizing
tool is their newspaper
Hard Hat News, which
focuses on issues such
as the lack of organizing in the building trades, falling wages, unemployment, lack of
honest and fair representation, and the actions of coalition partners. A grant from Resist allowed the group to resume publishing the Hard Hat News after a several year
recess. Photo by Guy Robinson
RESIST Newsletter
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and gather data on the experience of
domestic violence victims in the
judicial system in order to hold judges
and court officials accountable, identify problems and provide justification
for change.

Youth
Azabache Collective (Brooklyn, NY) $1,000
for a three-day training for young
adults of color on the local economy
and its impact on various social issues.
C-Beyond (Oakland, CA) $1,000 to mobilize 300-500 high school students to
participate in a walk-out and BART
demonstration designed to protest
education crises.
Campus Action (Albany, NY) $1,000 to
provide support for the Students of
Color Task Force which works against
racism on 10 college campuses.
Committee Opposed to Militarism and the
Draft (COMD) (San Diego, CA) to
support the Campaign to Demilitarize
Our Schools and to support a
fundraising mailing.
DC Student Coalition Against Racism (DC
SCAR) (Washington, DC) $1,000 for a
CampusNouth Organizing Internship
and for the Paul Robeson Campaign for
Racial and Ethnic Harmony.
Empty the Shelters- Atlanta (Atlanta, GA)
$1,000 for the sixth annual Summer of
Social Action, an intensive eight-week
program that trains young people in the
fundamentals of organizing and fighting oppression.
Long Island Gay and Lesbian Youth (Bay
Shore, NY) $1,000 for the Youth Action
Project which establishes Gay/Straight
Alliances in schools to organize youth.
Mt. Diablo Peace Center (Walnut Creek,
CA) $1,000 for an educational campaign

Double Trouble?
If you are receiving duplicate
mailings from Resist. please let
us know. Help us save postage
and trees by sending us the
labels from each copy you are
receiving. indicating which one is
correct. Or you can give us a call
at 617/623-5110. Thanks for your
help!
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Members of the Sovereign Dine NationDine Alliance (SDN-DA) attended a
meeting to protest the forced relocation
of residents from Big Mountain by the
U.S. Government. Peabody Coal Company pushed through Congress a law
requiring 10,000 traditional Dine to be
forcibly relocated from their homes. Traditional Dine families have resisted the
U.S . Government's and Peabody Western
Coal Company's efforts to relocate them
for more than two decades. The Dine
Alliance is the political arm of the Sovereign Dine Nation (SDN), members of the
Navaho Nation living in the Black Mesa
region. The purpose of the SDN-DA is to
address the problems and concerns of
the residents of the Black Mesa, whether
it is in the coal fields or on Hopi Partitioned Land (HPL). SDN-DA is directly
involved with the efforts to overturn the
relocation legislation by putting political pressure on judges, politicians, government
officials and agencies. The SDN-DA is organizing the Big Mountain Media Support
Project as part of an overall strategic plan to improve the quality and quantity of coverage of the Big Mountain issue. A grant from Resist enabled the Dine Alliance to produce and distribute 200 media packets and direct outreach to electronic, radio and print
media outlets.
which counters the new military
JROTC program in local high schools.
Norfolk Quaker House, Inc. (Norfolk, VA)
$700 for literature racks in high schools
regarding alternatives to the draft.
North Carolina Lambda Youth Network
(Durham, NC) $1 ,000 to develop
leadership skills for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and allied youth
which will enable them to organize in
their communities and address social
justice issues.
Peace Resource Center of San Diego (San
Diego, CA) $920 for the "Children and
Non-Violence Program" which educates the public about the negative
impact on children of violent themes in
toys, television and play; and alternatives which promote peaceful behavior.
Project on Youth and Non-Military
Opportunities (Project Y ANO)
(Encinitas, CA) $1 ,000 to purchase
materials and provide staffing for
project that works with youth around
counter-militarism issues.
Rising Generation Represent (Athol, MA)
$1 ,000 for youth led workshops on
conflict resolution in conjunction with
AFSC' s Help Increase the Peace
Project.
RESIST Newsletter

Summer of Unity and Liberation- SOUL
(Berkeley, CA) $1 ,000 to purchase a
computer and printer for project created by young people to develop
multicultural youth leadership and
community organizing skills.

Loans
Bromfield Street Educational Foundation
(Boston, MA) $1 ,000 to help cover
administrative costs from a shortfall
engendered by the loss of revenue from
Out Write .

RESIST 1997 Totals
Number of Grants
and Loans .......................... 12 7
RESIST Grants: ......... $108,831
Donor-Directed
Grants (NWTRCC) ..... $2,705
Total Grants ................ $111,536
Loans: .............................. $1,000
Grants & Loans: ........ $112,536

February/March 1998

New Resist T-Shirtsl
Resist announces two new three-color t-shirts,
including our classic logo (below) and a new
design celebrating Resist' s 30-plus years of
funding (left). Buy one, buy both.

Wear a Resist I-shirt soon
to a demonstration near you.
They also make great gifts.

T-Shirt
l 00% organically grown cotton
Natural color, no dyes
S-XXL

Long-Sleeve~ T-Shirt

S14

l 00% cotton
Natural color S-XXL
$16
To order, please fill out the form below and return it to Resist, 259 Elm Street, Suite 201, Somerville, MA 02144

-----------------------------------------Design
("Renew Resistance"
or "classic logo")

Sleeve
length

Size

Quantity

Price per shirt
(short sleeve $14;
long sleeve $16)

Total

name
address
phone number

city, state, zip
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Radical Groups Need Apply

Grant Distribution
in 1997

How to Apply for a Grant from Resist
D ESIST is not a "typical" foundation.
1'.At the core, we remain a political organization, committed to being part of a movement for social change. We fund groups
that reflect that political commitment and
play a role within the boarder movement for
justice.
With eight funding cycles each year, RESIST can respond quickly to the pressing
needs of grassroots groups and support
timely organizing projects.
Funding Priorities and Grant Types
RESIST concentrates on supporting activist projects and organizations that fall
outside of more "mainstream" funding
sources. As a result, RESIST's funding priorities include: groups with an annual budget of approximately $100,000 or less;
groups that might be considered too radical to receive funding elsewhere; and
projects that take action, not just disseminate information or perform social services.
RESIST does not fund social services;
the production of films, videos or radio
projects; material aid campaigns; legal defense; projects outside the U.S.; travel;
sectarian organizations; or individuals.
RESIST offers three types of grants, all
of which must fall within the funding priorities outlined above.

RESIST Grants: Our primary funding occurs within our regular funding cycle. Although our maximum grant is $2,000, the
average award is closer to $1,500. RESIST
funds eight cycles each year ( about every
six weeks); a group can receive only one
RESIST grant in a 12-month period.
Emergency Grants: RESIST also offers
Emergency Grants ofup to $300 on an "asneeded" basis. These funds are designated
to help groups respond quickly to unexpected organizing needs, such as a rally or
demonstration arising from a political crisis.
These grants are not intended to provide a
safety net for groups that did not plan adequately for their financial needs or those
who missed the regular funding deadline.
Accessibility Grants: RESIST actively
seeks to fund the additional costs of
projects or events which will make them
accessible to people with disabilities, such
as sign language interpreters or wheelchair
accessible venues. The events themselves
must fit within RESIST's funding priorities.
A group can receive more than one Accessibility Grant in a 12-month period.
For more information, proposal deadlines, or to request grant guidelines and an
application, contact RESIST, 259 Elm Street,
Suite 201, Somerville, MA 02144, ore-mail
to resistinc@igc.apc.org.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Join the RESIST Pledge Program
We'd like you to consider
becoming a RESIST Pledge.
Pledges account for over
30% of our income.
By becoming a pledge, you help
guarantee RESIST a fixed and
dependable source of income on which
we can build our grant-making
program. In return, we will send you a
monthly pledge letter and reminder
along with your newsletter. We will
keep you up-to-date on the groups we
have funded and the other work being
done at RESIST.
So take the plunge and become a
RESIST Pledge! We count on you, and
the groups we fund count on us.

•

by Issue Area*
# (%)
Community Organizing/ 15 (11.9)
Anti-Racism
Economic Justice
15 (11.9)
Youth
14 (11.1)
Prisoners
11 (8.7)
Environment
10 (7.9)
Central/Latin America 9 (7.1)
& the Caribbean
Gay/Lesbian/
9 (7.1)
Bisexual
Labor
9 (7.1)
Women
8 (6.3)
Media/Culture
7 (5.6)
Peace/Anti-militarism 7 (5.6)
Health/AIDS/Disability 5 (4.1)
Native American
4 (3.2)
Africa/Asia/International 2 (1.6)
Middle East
1 (0.8)
TOTAL

126 (100)

* NOTE: These arbitrary divisions
do not accurately portray the interconnectedness of many issues. Generally speaking, grants are organized
according to the project or campaign
rather than the sponsoring group itself. For example, an environmental
project sponsored by a labor group
would be listed as "Environment"
rather than "Labor."

Yes/ I'll become a

by Geographic Region

RESIST Pledge.
I'll send you my pledge of$_ _
every month/two months/
quarter/six months (circle one).

Midwest
26 (20.6)
(IA, IL, MI, MN, MO, NE, OH, WI)
Northeast
23 (18.3)
(CT, MA, ME, NH, VT)
Mid-Atlantic
22 (17.5)
(DC, DE, NY, PA)
West (CA)
19 (15.1)
South
14 (11.1)
(AL, FL, GA, NC, VA)
Northwest
13 (10.3)
(CO, ID, MT, OR, WA)
Southwest
8 (6.3)
(NM,NY,TX)

[ ] Enclosed is an initial pledge
contribution of $___ .
[ ] I can't join the pledge program
now, but here's a contribution of
$_ _ _ to support your work.
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address - - - - - - - - City/State/Zip _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Donations to Resist are fully tax-deductible.
Resist • 259 Elm Street • Suite 201 • Somerville • MA • 02144

••
•

TOTAL

126 (100)

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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